
 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH LETTER ADDITIONAL FOR NOVEMBER 2021 

A very well done to all the swimmers who swam in the Annual Club Gala. There were lots of 
personal best :mes achieved. All swimmers were extremely well behaved and seemed to enjoy it. 
Thank you to all the parents for their compliance and understanding that we had to restrict 
spectators but I am sure you will agree that having a limited number was beAer than having no 
spectators which is what we were informed by the Howe Bridge manager ini:ally. We hope those 
in aAendance were able to take some photographs and share them with their family and friends. 
Just a reminder not to share photographs on social media please. 
For those new to gala swimming, swimmers are seeded in :me order so swim against swimmers of 
similar ability who may not be the same age. Medals are awarded in age groups, so swimmers who 
may have done well in the race they have par:cipated in may not necessarily have won their age 
group. All swimmers will receive a medal for each race they swam in.  

ELAINES STORY from the masters meet at Ponds Forge. 
In my teenage years I was a swimmer. I had the best :me at Ashton Central Swimming Club. 
I trained hard to get a Na:onal :me but never quite made it. A biAer pill to swallow. This year I 
made it……20 years later than planned. None of it was perfect, but that’s how we learn …right. 
I’ve had a great experience last weekend and I made it. 
Currently I am reflec:ng on my swimming family, old and new. Those who have influenced, pushed 
me and told me ‘’you can always do beAer’’.  
Turns out hard work really does pay off. 
Once a swimmer always a swimmer. 

If any swimmer would like to share any of their swimming experiences with the rest of the club 
please send your information to secretary@ashtoncentral.co.uk  

BADGE GALA CARDS 

Badge galas will resume in the New Year. Anyone who has a card if you give to Lisa she will enter 
your gala time in it. This can be used to reach your next level. (not Junior swimmers) 

 TEAM CAPTAINS FOR 2022 
All swimmers who are eligible to apply for team captain for next year have been contacted by e 
mail. We will have to bring the closing date forward to Friday 12th November so that the names can 
be taken to the last commiAee mee:ng of the year. 
Junior captains are in their 12th year and Senior Captains in their 16th year. 

AGM 
All welcome at Newton in the party room on 5th December at 3.30pm. We are looking for support 
next year if you think you might be able to help by joining the committee, e mail 
chairman@ashtoncentral.co.uk. We particularly need someone to take over equipment sales. Marc 
Westhead is now part of the teaching team and is finding it difficult to fit everything in. He will help 
anyone through the transition period. 
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EQUIPMENT ORDERS 
Orders for t-shirts; bags; hoodies; onesies etc will only be placed with our supplier once a month. 
This will essentially be the last day of the month.  
However, for Xmas orders, they will need to be made before 5th December to try and ensure Xmas 
delivery, this is subject to stock. 
Marc Westhead is an assistant teacher on the poolside at Newton on Fridays 6.30 to 7.30 but is 
available after the session. He is also at the following sessions as his daughters are swimming. 
Newton Sunday 4 to 5: Ashton Tuesday 6.45 to 7.45: Ashton Thursday 8.15 to 9.30.  

PRESENTATION EVENING  
Swimmers A/B/C/D and E (who are swimming in the club gala)  
This will be held on 3rd December and commence at 7.30pm at:- 
Stubshaw Cross Social Club,  
Walter Street, 
Ashton in Makerfield,  
WN4 8TP.  
JUNIOR SWIMMERS- Friday 3rd December there will be no swimming at Newton 

We are using a different venue this year and we are not sure how it will be. Due to Covid we were 
late booking and Monaco had changed their policy on room hire so we were unable to continue with 
that venue. Stubshaw is close for most people and we will endeavor to make it enjoyable for all who 
attend. 
Application forms to treasurer@ashtoncentral.co.uk  by Friday 12th November 
We will be having a hot buffet choice so please don’t forget to complete page 2 on your application 
form.  
At this time we are having difficulty sourcing the same medals we have had for years. Our supplier 
gets them from Germany and says Covid has slowed down their production. So we have ordered 
from a different supplier, but just a warning that medals will not be the same as previously. 
We are having the disco and Matthew always puts on an entertaining session, however the photo 
booth has been put on hold. We are not sure that the booth would fit into the room and we need to 
restrict sharing of items due to Covid. 
We are pleased that there have been no restrictions put on us by the club management but if you feel 
you need to wear masks in the venue please do and be mindful that some people may be at risk. 
If you are unable to attend the presentation evening medals will be given to the swimmer on the 
first available date possible. 

JUNIOR GALA is to be held on Friday 19th November 
This is a friendly informal gala for those swimmers who swim in the Friday night session 6.30pm to 
7.30pm and E group swimmers who are not swimming in the club championship.  
There is no need to book on the gala and there is no charge. Just turn up as usual at the club session. 
A t-shirt and extra towel is required. Every swimmer will receive a medal after each of their races, 
presented to them by our President, Mr Trevor Little. 

DISTANCE SWIMS 

Dates and arrangements for distance swims will follow. These will be held in December. We are 
still trying to book pool time for those who require a 3 hour session between Xmas and New Year. 
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NOTICE BOARD AND DATA PROTECTION 

We would like to report the time trial results on the notice boards at both pools and the newsletter 
which may contain swimmers names. If you have an objection to this please e mail 
safeguarding@ashtoncentral.co.uk 

Coach’s Report 

After a disappointing return to competitions, when our entries were rejected from the 
Bolton Meet, the squad swimmers were given an opportunity to swim under Wigan Best at the 
Burnley Bobcats Meet.  What an amazing competition it was!  All Ashton Central swimmers 
achieved personal best times in their events and many gained or were close to county 
qualifying times.  Excellent swims by Olivia Harrison, Abigail Harrison, Libby Woods, Liam 
Smith, Dan Barton, Gracie Smith, Lucy Dursley, Esme Cunliffe, Ennea Chisnall.  Not only were 
their times amazing but they also brought home medals galore! 

Meanwhile in Birmingham, the National swimmers were also showing amazing success. Sam 
Grimes, Aimee Crompton-Hesford and Lydia Swindell had brilliant swims. 

Esme Cunliffe
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Lydia Swindell

Sam Grimes
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NOTICE OF XMAS HOLIDAY BREAK 

Last session is Wednesday 22nd December 2021 

First session Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Wendy Orr, Treasurer  

We are looking forward to getting more 
of our swimmers back into open 
competitions in the new year!  




